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Chairman’s Remarks 


This has been a year of both external and 
internal change for Council. 


For the first time in our history, we are reporting 
to government through a Minister with special 
responsibilities for disabled persons, the 
Honourable Tony Ruprecht. His efforts in 
promoting, as well as processing, Council's 
recommendations have been _ greatly 
appreciated. With his assistance, we have been 
able to strengthen our connections with a 
number of other Ministers and Ministries. 


It is important that we understand the problems 
if we are to contribute to the solutions. With this 
in mind we have continued to improve our 
information flow and communication with the 
public. Better information and communication 
have, in turn, helped us to advise the 
Government on outstanding issues and indicate 
how its pending initiatives will affect disabled 
citizens from all parts of Ontario. 


Considerable progress was seen during the past 
year on a number of recommendations of prior 
Councils. 


On October 28, 1985, the Honourable David 
Peterson, Premier of Ontario presented the first 
annual Premier’s Awards for Accessibility. A 
number of very worthy entries competed for 
awards in three categories: Residential, Non- 
residential and Retrofit. Our congratulations are 
extended to Otto & Bryden, architects for the 
Daly Co-operative in Ottawa and to Horton and 
Ball, Walter, Fedy, McCargar and Hachborn of 
Kitchener for their design of the A.R. Kaufman 
Family Y.M.C.A. in Kitchener. 


The Retrofit Award was shared by the 
architectural firms of Sears and Russell 
Architects of Toronto and David C. Stevens & 
Associate of London for their joint work on the 
Royal Canadian Regiment Museum in London, 
and Glos Architect Engineers of Windsor who 
carried out the renovation of All Saints Anglican 
Church in Windsor. 


At the same ceremony the Premier presented a 
special award to Toronto architect Pamela 
Cluff, noting “her tremendous determination 
and dedication towards the implementation of 
barrier-free design”. Council heartily endorses 
this award and joins in the recognition of Mrs. 
Cluff and all the participants. 


During 1985-1986 the Ontario Government 
initiated a complete review of the Ontario 
Building Code, which has long been an 
important concern of Council. A special Task 
Force, appointed to consider the Code’s 
provisions for accessibility to and the use of 
public buildings by persons with disabilities, 
presented its report to the Minister of Housing 
on March 3, 1986. Announcement of a revised 
Code is expected in the fall of 1986 and Council 
waits with cautious optimism to hear the details. 


In a closely related area, Council welcomed the 
January 1986 statement of the Attorney 
General on a discriminatory section of the 
Ontario Human Rights Code. The section as it 
stands restricts the rights of disabled Ontarians 
with respect to access to goods, services, 
facilities and accommodation. The Honourable 
Ian Scott announced that the Code would soon 
be brought in line with the requirements of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, as 
recommended by Council in 1985. 


In 1982, Council released a Position Paper 
calling for the Assistive Devices Program of the 
Ministry of Health to be expanded to include all 
disabled persons, without reference to their age 
or type of disability. In January 1986, the 
program was extended to cover persons up to 
21 years of age and in March 1986, the Minister 
of Health received the report of the Assistive 
Devices Program Advisory Committee 
regrading future expansion of the program. 
Council looks forward to further good news 
about this program which will mean so much to 
disabled people. 


Apart from Council’s own heavy schedule, 
which this year included 7 two-day Committee 
and Council meetings in Toronto and 
Community Consultation meetings in 
Chatham, Ottawa, and Sault Ste. Marie, 
several Council members contributed their 
expertise to other advisory bodies. Joe West 
continued to participate in the Special 
Education Committee of the Ministry of 
Education and Mary Louise Dickson was a 
member of the Steering Committee for the 
Premier’s Awards on Accessibility. I served as a 
member of the Ministry of Health Assistive 
Devices Program Advisory Committee and the 
Minister of Housing’s Special Task Force on 


Accessibility. These additional links provided 
Council with useful information as well as the 
opportunity for direct input in areas of concern 
and interest. 


In December, Council was presented with a 
plaque signed by the Premier expressing 
appreciation for a “Decade of Service”. This 
recognition greatly encouraged all members of 
Council, both past and present, who have 
worked to change and improve the quality of 
life for disabled people in Ontario. 


Change extended as well to Council’s capable 
staff. In November 1985, we welcomed Gloria 
Taylor, our new Administrative Assistant. In 
January 1986, Allan Moore joined Chris 
Stewart as Research Assistant to assist our 
Executive Officer, Mary Tate, in dealing with an 
ever-increasing workload. We share our staff 
with the Ontario Advisory Council on Senior 
Citizens and, for that reason, the addition of 
another Research Assistant is most welcome. 


The news this year was not all good. It is with 
regret that I acknowledge the death of Marion 
Webb, an able and active member of Council 
from 1977 to 1984. She will be sadly missed by 


her many friends. 


I cannot conclude without extending, as I do 
every year, my special thanks to my able and 
experienced Vice-Chairpersons, Karen Glen- 
Freeland, Beryl Potter and Joe West. 


[AS PASS 


Ronald W. McInnes 
Chairman 





Council’s Charter and Mission 


In 1975, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
established the Advisory Council on the 
Physically Handicapped. In 1984, it received a 
three-year renewal term, followed in 1985 by 
refinements in its Terms of Reference and the 
appointment of a Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons. He requests, receives and 
communicates Council’s advice and 
recommendations on matters relating to 
physically handicapped persons in Ontario. This 
Minister is Council’s key link to the Government 
of Ontario. 


In 1985, seventeen members from across the 
Province were appointed to serve on Council, 
including a Chairman and three Vice- 
Chairmen. Members are appointed for one, two 
or three-year renewable terms although the 
maximum length of continuous appointment to 
Council is six years. 


Council’s role, therefore, is to provide the 
Ontario Government with thoughtful advice 
based on the experience and knowledge which 
members bring to Council as _ individuals 
concerned with issues faced by persons in our 
society who are disabled. To do this, Council 
must be sensitive to the current issues and 
needs of individuals or groups representing 
those with physical disabilities. 


Council is not a funding body, does not 
undertake case management and is not 
involved in the delivery of programs. The 
provision of funding, research and program 
delivery remain the responsibility of the 
Government to which Council offers its advice. 


Councils Mission, summarized from _ the 
Order-in-Council is: 


® to advise the Government of Ontario on 
matters related to the well being of physically 
handicapped persons; 


to promote the development of opportunities 
for self-help for the physically handicapped: 


to review, in a wide range of government and 
non-government organizations, current 
policies and programs that affect the lives of 
persons with disabilities; 


to respond to requests from the Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons for advice 
and consideration on matters relating to 


physically handicapped persons; and 


e to report annually to the Minister on the 
Advisory Council’s recommendations and 
progress. 


The Order-in-Council that defines our mandate 
also assures us of the fullest assistance by all 
government Ministries, Boards, Agencies and 
Commissions in carrying out our work. 


Council Offices 
700 Bay Street, Suite 203 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 126 
Phone: (416) 965-9537 


Council Staff 
Mary Tate, Executive Officer 
Allan Moore, Research Assistant 
Christopher Stewart, Research Assistant 
Gloria Taylor, Administrative Assistant 





Membership of Council 1985-86 


Ronald W. McInnes, Willowdale 
(Chairman) 


Chairman of Council and a lawyer by 
profession, Ron McInnes is a board member 
and Past-President of the Clarendon 
Foundation (Cheshire Homes) Inc. He was 
formerly a board member of the Canadian 
Paraplegic Association and Lyndhurst Hospital. 


Beryl Potter, Scarborough (Vice-Chairman) 


Beryl Potter has been President of the 
Scarborough Recreation Club since founding 
the Club in 1976, Chairperson of the 
Scarborough Action Committee and Member of 
the Advisory Board for the Federal Norm Kelly 
Community Development Fund. Beryl Potter is 
also a Member of the Social Planning Council 
and Wheel-Trans Advisory Committee. 


Joseph West, St. Catharines, 
(Vice- Chairman) 


Joe West is a retired advertising and public 
relations manager. He was a founding member 
and first President of the St. Catharines 
Symphony, former Campaign Chairman and 
Past President of the St. Catharines United 
Appeal, member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and former Director of Junior Achievement. 





Karen Glen-Freeland, Hamilton 
(Vice- Chairman) 


Karen Glen-Freeland, Hamilton, is an 
administrator of health care services in 
Hamilton/Wentworth and teaches Palliative 
Care at Mohawk College. Founder of the Lupus 
Foundation in Ontario, Karen Glen-Freeland is 
a member of the MHamilton/Wentworth 
Regional Advisory Committee on the Physically 
Handicapped and the Chamber of Commerce 
Education/Industry Committee. 





Carolyn Beaver, Oshweken 


Mrs. Beaver is the Administrator of the Six 
Nations Special Services for Special People. 
She developed this service in 1981 to provide 
training, employment services, transportation, 
recreation and self-help to mentally and 
physically handicapped members of the Six 
Nations Reserve. 





Fernand Dame, Kapuskasing 


Fernand Dame has been actively involved in 
union, church and local municipal councils in 
his home town. He is a Friend of the La Forge, 
an organization involved in assisting senior 
citizens and the disabled, a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and affiliated member of 
the Royal Canadian Legion. 











Mary Louise Dickson, Q.C., Toronto 


Mary Louise Dickson, Q.C., a lawyer, who has 
written on planning for the disabled and 
charities, held the position of Chairperson of the 
Wills and Trusts section of the Ontario branch of 
the Canadian Bar Association, and is a Director 
of Camp Awakening Inc., a camp program for 
disabled youth. 


— FON 
in Avge 
PRAGs Lk 





Rev. K.R. Gallinger, Parry Sound 


Ken Gallinger, Minister of Richmond Hill United 
Church, is a Trustee of the Parry Sound District 
General Hospital and Past Chairman of the 
Friends of the Physically Handicapped 
(Muskoka-Parry Sound). He was a member of 
the Building Committee for Parry Sound 
Residence and Resource Centre for the 
Physically Disabled and a member of the 
Committee for Gifted Children — Parry Sound 
Board of Education. 





Nancy Ellen Hansen, Ottawa 


Nancy Ellen Hansen has authored a number of 
reports on accessibility: “Access to National 
Library Facilities’ and “Services for One 
Disabled at Terrasses de la Chaudiere’”. She has 
also co-authored the following works: 
“Accessibility of Post-Secondary Institutions in 
the Ottawa Area and Across Canada’. 




























Roy Herbert, Barrie 


Roy Herbert, a realtor and insurance agent, 
initiated the formation of and coaches both a 
baseball and hockey team. The proceeds of the 
tournaments, attended all over North America 
by these teams, go entirely to charitable 
organizations. He is a committee member of the 
Lions Legion and the Friends of the Physically 
Handicapped. 





Alex Kehoe, Chatham 


An insurance adjuster, Alex Kehoe served on 
the Board of Directors for the Kent County 
Children’s Treatment Centre and was President 
of the Centre for four years. He is a member of 
the Chatham Rotary Club and has been 
Chairman of the Crippled Children’s 
Committee for the Club for the past 19 years. 





Margaret Munnoch, Woodstock 


Margaret Munnoch is a registered nurse and 
past Vice-President of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association of Woodstock. She has served as a 
Chairperson of the Woodstock Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the Woodstock 
Planning Board. She is also presently a member 
of the Family and Children’s Services 
Association. 






















Dr. Peter Playfair, Iroquois 


Dr. Playfair, a retired general practitioner and 
former Medical Officer of Health in the Kenora- 
Rainy River District, is a member of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society of Canada, Ontario Division. 
Dr. Playfair, who has multiple sclerosis, co- 
authored “A Model for Self-Management for 
People with Multiple Sclerosis and Their 
Families”. 


Kirby Rowe, Toronto 


Executive Director of the Ontario division of the 
Canadian Paraplegic Association in Toronto, 
Kirby Rowe is a member of the Lyndhurst 
Hospital Board of Governors. He has served on 
the Mobility Services Sub-Committee of the 
Assistive Devices Program Advisory Committee 
of the Ministry of Health, is a member of the 
Development Committee of Cheshire Homes 
Development Centre, and an advisor to 
Nucleus Housing Inc. 





Leonard Stortini, Sault Ste. Marie 


For many years, Len Stortini, a businessman, 
has been actively involved in issues concerning 
individuals with disabilities as the Chairman of 
the Crippled Children’s Committee of the Sault 
Ste. Marie Rotary Club. He is also a member of 
various organizations in his community not 
related to the disabled. 


Resigned: John Lutes, Sudbury 
A. Jean Moore, Kingston 
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Issues and Achievements 1985-1986 


Access and Transportation 


Beryl! Potter 

Carolyn Beaver 
Mary Louise Dickson 
Len Stortini 


Chairperson: 
Members: 


Accessibility and Human Rights 


As indicated in the 1984-85 Annual Report, 
Council strongly urged amendments to both the 
Ontario Human Rights Code and the Ontario 
Building Code to ensure accessibility. 


In July 1985 Council asked the Government of 
Ontario to repeal at the earliest possible date 
section 16(1)(a) of the Ontario Human Rights 
Code. Council firmly believes that this sub- 
section perpetuates discrimination and, 
therefore, that it contravenes the equality 
provisions of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. Moreover it is inconsistent with 
the philosophy of the legislation and protections 
found in virtually every other province in 
Canada. 


The Attorney General of Ontario has now 
recommended that an amendment to Section 
16(1)(a) be included in Bill 7 — An Act to 
amend certain Ontario statutes to conform to 
Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. The amendments would 
provide a right to access to employment, 
facilities, services and accommodation subject 
only to an “undue hardship” provision. 


The first Annual Report of the Ontario Advisory 
Council on the Physically Handicapped for 
1975 indicated that work had begun on the 
Ontario Building Code and in particular, on 
what was then Section 5. Over the years, 
successive members of Council have continued 
to study and recommend changes to the Code. 


In 1985-1986 Mr. Ronald W. McInnes, 
Chairman of Council, served as a member of 
the Minister of Housing’s Task Force on 
Accessibility. This Task Force reviewed the 
Ontario Building Code carefully and the 
Chairman presented Council’s views to the 
Task Force as it was writing the Access to 
Buildings and Facilities for Disabled Persons 
Task Force Report. This substantial report was 
submitted to the Minister of Housing in March 


1986 and is now under consideration by the 
Minister. Council will follow the progress of the 
many excellent recommendations in the Report 
with great interest. 


STATUS: 


ACCESSIBILITY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS 
Council will monitor the 
progress of Bill 7 and 
recommendations of the Task 
Force on the Ontario Building 
Code regarding accessibility 
issues affecting persons with 


disabilities. 
Transportation 
By March 31, 1986 the Ministry of 


Transportation and Communications had not 
yet made its long awaited announcement of 
changes to the criteria for issuing disabled 
symbol licence plates. However, Council has 
had many positive meetings with staff in that 
Ministry during the past year and remains 
hopeful that changes will occur shortly. 


Members of Council participated in the design 
of a survey of licensed drivers who require 
special equipment to drive a_ vehicle. 
Approximately one in every thousand drivers in 
Ontario requires some form of special 
equipment in order to drive. The survey which 
was underway in March 1986 will gather 
information from these drivers about their 
driving-related needs and the self-drive option. 
Council hopes that the survey results will help 
determine what improvements could be made 
to existing vehicles or what new equipment 
designs are needed to meet the needs of 
disabled drivers. 


Motability 


“Motability” is a general term that applies to 
schemes, such as those that exist in the United 
Kingdom, which provide special incentives to 
disabled persons to offset the high cost of 
acquiring and operating specially equipped cars 
or vans. Such schemes help disabled people 
and their families to purchase the transportation 
they need in order to become more mobile and 
independent. 


In examining the motability concept, Council 
noted that generally accepted design standards 
for various types of vehicles suitable for use 
under such a scheme in Ontario are lacking. 
The lack of standards suggested to us that there 
is a need to examine the broader aspects of 
motability, including the possibility of offering 
tax incentives to aid disabled drivers. 


Manufacturers also need to be encouraged to 
carry out research and development work on 
equipment for the disabled driver. 


The Minister of Transportation and 
Communications has indicated that a joint 
Federal/Provincial/Territorial Committee is to 
be struck to explore these issues. Council will 
monitor the Committee’s progress as closely as 
possible. 


Council views transportation as the vital link 
between housing and employment for disabled 
persons. Essentially, suitable transportation 


between home and the workplace is -a key 


element in fostering independence and 
economic self-sufficiency for the disabled. 
Transportation is also required if disabled 
people are to enjoy and participate in the 
recreational and cultural life of the province. 


We also note that senior citizens have special 
transportation needs. Given the growing 
numbers of senior citizens in Ontario, we 
believe transportation is an issue in which the 
search for solutions is now timely and 
appropriate. Accordingly, the focus of Council’s 
strategic plan for 1986-87 will be on studying 
transportation issues as they affect seniors and 
the disabled. To that end, Council has also 
entered into discussions with the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Senior Citizens with a view 
to forming a joint committee to review 
transportation needs common to seniors and 
persons with disabilities in Ontario’s urban and 
rural communities. 


STATUS: 


TRANSPORTATION AND 
MOTABILITY 


Council will 
comprehensive 
transportation 
1986-87 


carry out a 
review of 
issues in 


Education and Children’s Needs 


Joe West 
Nancy Hansen 
Alex Kehoe 
Peter Playfair 


Chairperson 
Members: 


The Education Amendment Act, 1980 


The Education Amendment Act, 1980 (Bill 82) 
called for the full integration of handicapped 
children into Ontario’s education system by 
September 1985. Accordingly, the Education 
and Children’s Needs Committee has been 
looking very closely at how the Act has been 
implemented. 


The Committee met with staff in the Special 
Education Branch of the Ministry of Education, 
as well as with concerned parents and 
organizations. Although implementation 
appeared to be working well for most children, 
concern was expressed to the Minister of 
Education regarding the special needs of the 
severely learning-disabled child with multiple 
handicaps, either physical or emotional. Central 
among Council’s concerns were delays in the 
Identification Placement Review Committee 
proceedings, perceived communication 
difficulties between parents and School Boards 
and the need to improve the Boards’ 
accountability to government and the general 
public for funds spent on special education. 


The Committee carefully reviewed recent 
proposed amendments to the Act. Council has 
submitted comments to the Ministry of 
Education and has asked to be kept informed of 
all developments. 


STATUS: 


THE EDUCATION AMENDMENT 
ACT, 1980 


The Ministry of Education will 
consider Council’s comments 
on the proposed amendments 
to the Education Act. Council 
will continue to monitor the 
amendments as they affect 
disabled children. 
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Report of the Commission on Private 
Schools in Ontario (the Shapiro 
Report). 


The Education and Children’s Needs 
Committee reviewed the Shapiro Report with 
great interest, particularly as it relates to Special 
Education. 


Recommendation #48 specifies that appropriate 
special education programs and services are 
those that, within the limits of a board’s 
resources and other responsibilities, provide 
each child with the opportunity to reach his or 
her potential. Council was concerned that this 
limitation in Recommendation #48 appears to 
weaken the obligations of School Boards to 
make sure appropriate programs are available 
for exceptional children. 


Council has expressed its concern about this 
recommendation and feels it should not be 
adopted unless Recommendation #49 is 
adopted. Recommendation #49 proposes that 
School Boards be permitted to purchase a 
program for a student from the private system. 
Since Council feels there will always be some 
special children whose needs cannot be met by 
School Boards, it believes that adoption of 
Recommendation #49 is essential. 


STATUS: 


SHAPIRO REPORT 


Council has submitted its 
comments to the Ministry of 
Education. 


Employment and Rehabilitation 


Chairperson: 
Members: 


Karen Glen Freeland 
Fernand Dame 

Roy Herbert 

John Lutes 


Universal Disability Insurance 


The Employment and _ Rehabilitation 
Committee continued to monitor the progress 
of Federal/Provincial discussions following 
Council’s 1984 recommendation that the 
provincial government establish a Working 


Committee to create a model Universal 


Disability Insurance scheme. 


Committee members reviewed the experience 
of New Zealand, which has had a form of no- 
fault disability insurance for a decade. They also 
examined the experience of the Province of 
Manitoba, a leader in the field of disability 
insurance in Canada, and looked at the work 
done in the area by other jurisdictions. Council 
believes that such schemes have demonstrated 
reduced and reasonable costs where they have 
replaced rather than supplemented existing 
compensation plans. Adoption in Ontario of a 
scheme having similar benefits is high on 
Council’s list of priorities. 


Ontario is experiencing a liability insurance 
crisis. Liability insurance premiums are 
escalating sharply, partially as a result of high 
monetary awards and settlements in cases of 
permanent disability. The Government of 
Ontario has established a Provincial Task Force 
on Insurance to investigate the problem and 
Council has recommended the following to the 
Government of Ontario. 


1. The Ontario Insurance Task Force should 
consider combining funds from all existing 
disability compensation schemes in Ontario 
into a single system. 


2. The new system should provide benefits to all 
persons in Ontario suffering permanent 
disability whether from accident, disease or 
other cause. 


3. Benefits under the system should be 
determined on the basis of an individual’s lost 
earning potential, established life style and 
additional expenses necessitated by the 
disability. 


4.The benefits from existing social service 
programs for disabled persons should be 
incorporated into the universal disability 
insurance system. 


STATUS: 


UNIVERSAL DISABILITY INSURANCE 


The Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons has 
forwarded these 


Recommendations to his 
colleagues. Council will follow 
closely the work of the Ontario 
Insurance Task Force in this 
area. 


Employment Equity in the Public 
Sector 


The term “employment equity” refers to equal 
employment opportunities for disabled people, 
women, native people and other minority 
groups. After considering the report prepared 
by Judge Rosalie Abella entitled Equality in 
Employment: A Royal Commission Report and 
Linking for Employment, a report by Jean 
Pigott, Council recommended in 1984 that a 
Provincial Task Force be established to consider 
legislation of equity employment opportunities 
in Ontario. After further consultation during 
1985, Council has recommended that the 
Ontario Government demonstrate leadership in 
hiring and promoting disabled workers at all 
levels. 


Specifically, Council has suggested that the 
Government initially carry out a study to 
determine how many disabled people are 
working in the public service and the level of 
their positions. Appropriate safeguards would 
be built into the study to ensure that any 
information that employees provide on their 
gender, race, minority status or disability is 
entirely voluntary. Council has also 
recommended that the government establish a 
quota system for employing and promoting 
disabled workers in the public service. Quotas 
would be phased in gradually over a substantial 
period of time but not longer than twenty years. 
It is hoped that a long phase-in period will 
ensure compliance without causing disruption in 
the short term. 


Finally, Council has recommended that the 
Ontario Government appoint more disabled 
persons to all Government Agencies, Boards 
and Commissions. 


STATUS: 


EMPLOYMENT EQUITY IN THE 
PUBLIC SECTOR 


The Government of Ontario is 
carrying out a_ preliminary 


review of equal employment 
opportunities for disabled 
persons, as well as women, 
native people and_ visible 
minorities. Council will be 
consulted during the review. 


Employment Equity in the Private 
Sector 


The Employment and_ Rehabilitation 
Committee thoroughly reviewed Council’s 
1982 Position Paper on Employment and 
Rehabilitation. In light of recent developments, 
Council again recommended that all private 
businesses in the Province be encouraged to 
provide equal employment opportunities for 
persons with disabilities. 


STATUS: 


EMPLOYMENT EQUITY IN 
THE PRIVATE SECTOR 


This recommendation went 
forward to the Minister 
Responsible for Disabled 
Persons at the close of 
Council’s 1985-86 activities. 
Council will continue to 
monitor the issue in 1986-87 


Support Services and 
Accommodation 


Reverend K. Gallinger 
A. Jean Moore 
Margaret Munnoch 
Kirby Rowe 


Chairperson: 
Members: 


Training of Attendants 


During 1985-86 the Support Services and 
Accommodation Committee explored 
alternative ways of training those who provide 
attendant care to persons with disabilities. In 
doing so, the Committee met with a number of 
interested organizations and representatives of 
George Brown College of Applied Arts and 
Technology. It also met with staff in the 
Ministries of Colleges and Universities and 
Community and Social Services. 
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In December 1985, Council completed a 
Position Paper, Training Requirements for 
Attendant Care Workers, which was presented 
to the Government and_ circulated for 
discussion. Essentially, Council believes that an 
organization providing a service or the client (or 
both), should determine the focus of training for 
Attendant Care Workers. Council also feels that 
many disabled people would appreciate an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
employer/employee relationship that exists 
between a client and his or her attendant. More 
specifically, clients could benefit from increased 
information about the legal and interpersonal 
dimensions of such a relationship. 


STATUS: 


TRAINING OF ATTENDANTS 


After releasing a Position Paper 
on this subject, Council 
received very helpful comments 
from both the community and 
the ministries concerned and 
will continue to monitor 
developments. 


Definition of Attendant Care 


In November 1982, Council issued a Position 
Paper entitled Individual Attendant Care. In 
discussing the training of Attendant Care 
Workers, the Support Services and 
Accommodation Committee began to explore 
the need for a consistent distinction between 
different levels of attendant care required by 
different people — i.e., those who are able to 
direct their own care, those who are potentially 
able to direct their own care, and those unable 
to direct attendants providing care. 
Accordingly, Council has decided to review the 
1982 Position Paper as soon as possible and will 
consider revising the attendant care definitions. 


STATUS: 


DEFINITION OF ATTENDANT 
CARE 


Council will review and revise 
its 1982 Position paper on 
Individual Attendant Care 





Outreach Attendant Care 


Council has followed carefully the 
implementation of this Program by meeting with 
service providers and by keeping in touch with 
staff in the Ministry of Community and Social 
Services. The desire for clients to design and 
control services remains very strong but Council 
has been pleased with the flexibility 
demonstrated within the Program. More service 
is needed and Council will continue to monitor 
the Program’s implementation. The Ministry of 
Community and Social Services is evaluating 
the Program and Council is keen to review the 
results. 


STATUS: 


OUTREACH ATTENDANT CARE 


Council will continue to 
monitor the Program’s 
implementation and review its 
evaluation. 


Accommodation 


The Support Services and Accommodation 
Committee identified some difficult issues 
related to accommodation for persons with 
disabilities in Ontario. One major cause for 
concern is that the Ontario NHousing 
Corporation encourages the construction of two 
and three-storey walk-up style housing units for 
seniors and disabled persons, particularly in 
rural communities. The Corporation also 
strongly discourages the inclusion of elevators in 
such units and the designs do not provide for 
possible future retrofitting with elevators. 


In view of the complexity of many issues 
associated with developing a _ range of 
accommodation options for disabled persons, 
Council has asked the Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons to initiate, through the 
Secretariat for Disabled Persons, a 
comprehensive study that would gather data 
and identify accommodation problems. Council 
has indicated that it would be willing to assist the 
Secretariat in carrying out sucha study. 








STATUS: 


ACCOMMODATION 


Council has asked the Minister 
Responsible for Disabled 
Persons to initiate a major 
study of available housing 
options for persons’ with 
disabilities. 


Handicapped Children’s Benefits 


The Support Services and Accommodation 
Committee has examined the relative merits of 
the Handicapped Children’s Benefits Program 
and the Special Services at Home Program. 
Both Programs are provided by the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services. Council has 
encouraged the Ministry to remove the 
inconsistencies and rationalize all benefits, 
including the provision of respite care, available 
under the two Programs. Council believes that 
all disabled children and their families will 
benefit if the two Programs are revised. 


STATUS: 


HANDICAPPED CHILDREN’S 
BENEFITS 


Council will monitor develop- 
ments in the rationalization of 
children’s services provided by 
the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services. 


Assistive Devices Program 


The Government announced in January 1986 
that it had extended the Assistive Devices 
Program to cover eligible participants up to the 
age of twenty-one. This was a welcome step. 
However, it was also a disappointment to 
Council members who had consistently urged 
the Government of Ontario to include all 
disabled persons regardless of age, type or 
cause of disability or income in the Program. 
The report of the Assistive Devices Program 
Advisory Committee regarding future 
expansion plans for the Program was given to 
the Honourable Murray Elston, Minister of 
Health, in March 1986 and Council is hopeful 
that further improvements will be announced 
without delay. 





STATUS: 


ASSISTIVE DEVICES PROGRAM 


The Program has_ been 
extended to cover clients up to 


twenty-one years of age. 
Council continues to 
recommend that the 


Government of Ontario expand 
the Program to all age groups. 


Cleft Lip and Palate Program 


Council was pleased with the introduction in 
January 1986 of a Program to assist children 
who need the specialized dental treatment 
associated with cleft lip and palate difficulties. 
Council was also pleased to learn that in 
addition to clinics in Toronto, Ottawa and 
London, clinics will be available in Timmins, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Thunder Bay, Sudbury and 
North Bay. 


Other Activities 


The foregoing represents Council’s principal 
activities for 1985-86. However, work has 
continued in other areas and consultations have 
been held with senior staff in a number of 
Ministries in order to monitor developments in 
programs and policies. 


Council has monitored the implementation of 
the amended Workers’ Compensation Act (Bill 
101). Members have also reviewed _ non- 
sheltered employment under Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services and discussed questions 
concerning training and employment in 
sheltered workshops. 


Council also reviewed the availability of higher 
education opportunities for disabled students as 
part of it’s concern about proposed changes in 
funding for post-secondary tuition and related 
expenses under the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services Act. 


Members of Council were pleased to learn in 
November 1985 that the Ministry of Education 
will be providing financial assistance for hearing 
impaired students who need _ interpreters, 
notetakers or amplification devices. We were 
also pleased to learn in January 1986, that the 
Ministry of Health has made an operating and 
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capital grant to the Canadian Hearing Society 
for a mental health clinic for hearing impaired 
persons. 


Council has expressed concern regarding the 
availability of close-captioning on T.V. Ontario 
and will be exploring improvements in this very 
necessary service for many hearing impaired 
people in Ontario during the coming months. 


The work of Council as a whole on accessibility 
in the Ontario Building Code focused on 
Accessibility for the Disabled as set out in Parts 1 
to 9 of the Code. Specific recommendations 
were made on matters such as visual and 
audible fire alarms and the width of public 
corridors. 


Council was very pleased to see how disabled 
young people are using the computer as a 
learning tool. The inventiveness and creativity 
of both the young users and those who design 


the programs and equipment are most 
encouraging. 
Council met with staff of the Addiction 


Research Foundation regarding substance and 
alcohol abuse by teenagers. The Foundation 
had no significant data relating specifically to 
disabled young people. However, the 
Addiction Research Foundation is aware of 
Council's interest and concern in this area. 


Council was interested in exploring the 
availability of French language services to 
members of the disabled community. We were 
pleased to note that every effort is being made 
to ensure that the needs of clients of the Ministry 
of Community and Social Services can be met 
in French since many of that Ministry’s 
programs serve disabled persons in their own 
homes. 


Consultations 


Groups of Council Members travelled to 
Chatham in October, and to Ottawa and Sault 
Ste. Marie in November 1985 to meet 
informally with individuals and representatives 
of many organizations. 


The meetings were varied and informative and 
Council presented a Summary Report on the 
Consultation Meetings to the Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons in the Spring 


of 1986. This report was also shared with all 
participants in the consultation process. 


The issues raised included employment, 
transportation, housing, attendant care, 
accessibility, respite care, volunteerism and 
access to medical resources. All of the 
discussions were valuable and touched on areas 
of concern to Council. Visits are scheduled to 
take place to other parts of the Province during 
1986-87. 
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